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OVERCOMING IDENTITY THEFT - WHAT’S YOUR WORLDVIEW?

l. Introduction

A. Example of modern identity Theft - the Michelle Brown Story
B. Actual First Identity Theft — Satan plants a seed to change Eve’s worldview

“Really? Did God actually say you must not eat any of the fruitin the garden?”
(Genesis 3:1 NLT) Identity theft begins when words are spoken, seeds of doubt
are planted, questioning the truth of who God is and what God has said.

C. Overview of this presentation
Il. Worldview defined and why it’s so important

A. “Any ideology, philosophy, theology, movement or religion that provides an
overarching approach to understanding God, the world and man’s relations to
God and the world. “ (source: David Noebel.)

B. An individual’s worldview is his “big picture,” — a harmony of all his beliefs
about the world, his way of understanding reality, his basis for making daily
decisions (source: gotquestions.org. )

C. Worldviews plant seeds in our hearts causing us to either grow into a “shrub in
the desert” or a “fruit bearing tree” Jeremiah 17:5-6 (NLT)

$This is what the LORD says:

“Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans
who rely on human strength ’
and turn their hearts away from the LORD.



§They are like stunted shrubs in the desert,
with no hope for the future.

They will live in the barren wilderness,
in an uninhabited salty land.

lll. Examples of Common Popular Worldviews -
A. Worldviews redefine Woman — We're Deprived, not depraved.

1. Relationally Deprived - My Husband isn’t meeting my emotional needs, my
spouse is making me unhappy ...Satan plants seeds about the “perfect man.”

2. Culturally Deprived — Satan plants seeds of dissatisfaction, need to fight for
equality and my rights.

3. Physically Deprived - This worldview says my genes, hormones, and/or brain
chemicals are the cause of my problems. I’'m physically deprived, not depraved.

B. World Views that Redefine God

1. New Age View - “Are we gods (little g) or Are we God’s (capital G)?”

2. Buddhism - Buddhism doesn’t have a creator god and they believe strongly in
the doctrine of karma. Karma = “the sum of a person's actions in this and
previous states of existence, viewed as deciding their fate in future existences.”

C. Digital information/on- line information

D. Fear of Man --We either fear man or we fear God. It’s one or the other.
Proverbs 29:25 (NLT) says:

“Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the Lorp means safety.”

1. 1 am who | am based on my relationships - we fear man in giving them power
to define us —instead of God.

2. 1 am who | am based on what | achieve - Again, when we fear man we are
allowing our identity in Christ to be stolen and replacing our identity with what
we achieve.



A\

E. Dangerous Erroneous “Christian” World view —

1. The “Prosperity Gospel” teaches that God’s aim is to make believers healthy
and wealthy in this life.

2. Pull text from context, i.e.: 3 John 2, Psalm 103:2-3

IV. Human Condition seen in Faulty Assessments = Worldviews that Steal our
Identity (Look at Female Worldview Assessment handout.)

What am | hearing? What is God saying?

Ephesians 4:23-24 (NLT): =Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and
attitudes. #Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and
holy.

We need to constantly check our thoughts to see if they line up with who we are
in Christ.

WHO AM I? From Tim Challies.com — Getting to Know Yourself 3/27/15

“The Bible is different from every other book in this way: Where | read all those
other books, the Bible reads me.

Search me, O God, and know my heart!

Try me and know my thoughts!

And see if there be any grievous way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24)

The Bible searches me and tells me where | have erred. It examines me and tells
me what | need. It tries me and evaluates my every thought and attitude.
Ultimately, it reads me and tells me who | am.

Who am 1? | will never know until | open the Bible and ask.”



*

V. Redemptive Answers = Will Never Know my True dentity - Who | am in Christ
- apart from the Bible

A. Worldview redefines Women saying - We’re Deprived, not depraved. But God

says:

Romans 5:12 What is the real root of all problems? Our sin nature is the
root of all problems. We’re all sinners who serve our selves. We tend to
think our personal circumstances are the real problem but that is not true.

Proverbs 3:5-6
John 10:10
2 Peter 1:3

1. Relationally Deprived but God says:

John 8:36
Psalm 34:5

2. Culturally Deprived but God says:

3. Physically Deprived - Science says the problem is our body chemistry, our

John 4
Galatians 5:28
Philippians 2:1-5
Psalm 16:8

genetics, our DNA but God says:

2 Corinthians 3:18
Romans 5:12
Romans 5:17




B. World Views that Redefine God
1. New Age View but God says:

e John 3:16-17
e 2 Peter3:9

e John 10:7

¢ John 14:6

2. Buddhism view — (Check out Lotus and the Cross: Jesus Talks with Buddha by
Ravi Zacharias, can listen to an audible book review on You Tube.)

e Colossians 1:27-28

C. Digital information/on-line information
e Colossians 2:8

D. Fear of Man -
e Proverbs 29:25

“Fear of the Lord is to live in constant awareness of the existence, attributes, and
glories of God (His sovereignty, His goodness, His wisdom, and His holiness, etc.)
to the point that His reality controls and directs my actions, words, thoughts,
motives (affections, desires, feelings, etc.) in all my circumstances,
responsibilities, and relationships. My comprehension of God restrains me from
doing evil and constrains me to do good in any situation — no matter what is
happening.” (Definition from Tim Bryant at LCBCC, in “Transformed by Truth”
course manual, pg. 235.)



1. When we think we are who we are based on our relationships and wanting
approval from man, we need to think instead what God says:

Galatians 1:10
Psalm 118:8-9

1 Thessalonians 2:4
Isaiah 8:13

Psalm 60:11

Isaiah 51:7

2. When we think our identity is based on what we achieve, we are turning from
God and need to meditate on Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NLT) — the ultimate verse to keep
us from identity theft:

%“’But blessed are those who trust in the LorRD
and have made the LorD their hope and confidence.
8They are like trees planted along a riverbank,
with roots that reach deep into the water.
Such trees are not bothered by the heat
or worried by long months of drought.
Their leaves stay green,
and they never stop producing fruit.

e Psalm 92:12 and 14-15 (NLT) says:

2Byt the godly will flourish like palm trees
and grow strong like the cedars of Lebanon.

«Even in old age they will still produce fruit;
they will remain vital and green.

«They will declare, “The Lorp is just!
He is my rock!
There is no evil in him!”
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E. Dangerous Erroneous Christian World View — the “prosperity gospel” — the key
counter-examples of those who teach that God’s aim is to make believers healthy
and wealthy, according to David Platt, are:

'”

Luke 9:57-62

John 12:23-26

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

2 Corinthians 11:23-28
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

(Source: www.radical.net, click on materials to see book for Secret Church 2015,
at pages 78-82.)

VI. Conclusion

e 2 Corinthians 10:5
e Romans 8:12-14

¢ Romans 12:2

e Genesis 1

God created people in His own image — God blessed them and told them —

Be fruitful - Multiply and fill the earth!
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